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Monday, November 6, 2017 at Spirit Keeper Equine Sanctuary started like a normal day of feeding and chores when our director, 

Lori Torrini, discovered a downed fence wire about 200 feet long. As Lori was collecting up the wire and assessing fence damages 
she noticed one of the horses, Hunter, trying to walk with only 3 legs. He had evidently gotten his right hind leg caught in the top 
strand of straight wire, perhaps kicking out in play or aggressively at another horse on the other side of the fence, we will  never 

know. His leg was bleeding and he was barely able to put any weight on it. His hoof was òknuckling underó as he tried to walk; a 
sign of extensor tendon issues. Lori was able to get Hunter to the main barn, clean the wound, assess it, bandage the leg, and con-
tact Spirit Keeperõs veterinarian, Dr. Chuck Woodall at Aspen Ridge Equine Hospital who arrived later in the day. Hunter had sus-

tained a degloving injury to his right rear cannon bone from wire becoming wrapped around his leg and then getting forcefully  
yanked off. Both of his extensor tendons were severed, a small area of bone was exposed, and there was not enough tissue left to 

suture anything. Dr. Woodall trimmed off excess skin, cleaned the wound thoroughly, applied topical antibiotic, and 

rebandaged the leg from the hock down to the top of the hoof. Hunter will be ok but he will no longer have the use 
of his extensor tendons, what is left of them will adhere to the bone. He is to be confined with bandage changes 
every other day for at least a month. He is on topical and oral antibiotics. This is the same injury, same leg, that Aeri-

lon sustained in June 2014 when he was chased by a stray dog into a wire fence. Aerilonõs injury was more severe 
requiring some standing surgeries and debridement of his  bone but after about 6 months the bandage was able to 

be left off. Today Aerilon is healthy and happy; however, he walks with pronounced lameness. Because of the lack 
of extensor tendons the horses have to figure out how to work with gravity to make the hoof land flat each step.  
 

While Dr. Woodall was out he also rechecked Lacey who had sustained an injury last year causing blindness in her left eye. We 
thought at some point her eye may need to be removed but Dr. Woodall said although blind, the eye is comfortable and removal 
would not be necessaryñgood news! He also examined Laceyõs paddock mate, Daisy, who we suspected for several months had 

become visually impaired. Our suspicions were confirmed. Daisy has developed cataracts in both eyes causing her to be an estimat-
ed 90% blind. She is comfortable and doing well in her current environment so nothing needs to be changed with her care at th is 
time. Next he looked at Jenny who has had both of her eyes removed because of cancerous tumors; she is doing well! 

 
Lastly Dr. Woodall examined Waylon who has been battling .abscesses in both front hooves 
since late September 2017. He had this same issue in the fall of 2016, the abscesses success-

fully resolved at that time, and he had a good summer. This time the abscesses seemed 
worse, he was more painful, and they were not getting better. Waylon has suffered from 
bad knees since arriving at Spirit Keeper in July 2014 which caused stress on his hooves and 

likely contributed to the development of the abscesses and possibly internal structural chang-
es to the hooves. Dr. Woodall said we would need to do radiographs of his hooves to know 
exactly what was going on. If Waylon's condition could not be resolved and he was having 

more bad days than good, then it would be time to euthanize him. Waylon was already on 
pain management and nothing more could be done in that respect. The plan was to sched-

ule a time to radiograph his hooves. Unfortunately and unexpectedly Waylon died that same 
evening while eating his dinner. He was standing at his feeder eating and suddenly just dropped to the ground and died. We wi ll 
not know the exact cause but it is likely he had a heart attack due to pain, or infection, or because he was old. Waylon was 32-35 

years old, we do not know for sure.  
 
The experiences at our facility on Monday are not unusual to those running animal rescues and sanctuaries. We had good news and 

bad, were able to help some and not others, and we dealt with unexpected occurrences. While things like this do not usually h ap-
pen all at once, all in one day, sometimes they do. This takes an emotional toll on caretakers and on the other horses.  
 

Please read on for the full stories of each horse featured in this article.  
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Hunter was one of about 32 horses res-

cued from an Illinois slaughter plant in 

2007 by Front Range Equine Rescue. He 

was estimated to be 2-years-old and pos-

sibly a Thoroughbred Cross or Appendix 

Quarter Horse. Once settled in at the 

rescue in Colorado it became apparent 

that he had trust and anxiety issues. His 

training was difficult and he had been 

with a couple of trainers until the late 

Corrine Fierkens of òShe Touches Horsesó  

began working with him. Cori was the 

one to make significant breakthroughs 

that would change Hunterõs future. She 

had success gaining his trust and making 

progress with him after employing some 

innovative and outside the box tech-

niques. When Spirit Keeper Equine Sanc-

tuary Director Lori Torrini personally 

adopted him in 2010 she met with Cori 

several times and was given the detailed 

journal of Hunterõs training that Cori me-

ticulously kept. Lori was able to pick up 

where Cori left off and make Hunter into 

a successful riding horse when ridden 

within very specific parameters and kept 

in his comfort zone. Hunter remains a 

sensitive horse to any changes and is a 

little more reactive than average to things 

in his environment. Both of his front 

hooves are toed-in, he is kept routinely 

trimmed and is watched carefully for any 

issues regarding this. He requires special 

handling because of his psychological 

make-up but does not have any nutri-

tional or medical issues. Until his injury 

Monday he was sound. Time will tell 

how the leg injury will affect his future.  

out to Spirit Keeper for help. Lacey arrived 

lame and thin, our vet said she was border-

line for travel but the vet on the other end 

probably thought it was her only chance. 

Lacey is around 34-years-old. She has ring-

bone and one front leg/hoof that is crook-

ed; other than that she is in pretty good 

health. She gained weight fast, loves atten-

tion, and enjoys grooming. Lacey belonged 

to a young girl with epilepsy and always 

kept her safe even when she had seizures 

Lacey was one of the òMontana 10ó that 

Spirit Keeper admitted on May 21, 2016. 

The horses traveled about1200 miles from 

Montana to Colorado over several days; a 

trip that saved there lives. They were to be 

euthanized when their humans divorced. 

Each horse had something òwrongó that 

made them unmarketable and rather than 

send them to auction which often trans-

lates to slaughter, the husband felt it was 

better to put them down. The wife reached 

while in the saddle. Lacey developed a 

corneal ulcer in her left eye earlier this 

year. Treatment saved her eye but she 

was left 

blind in it. 

Lacey and 

Daisy share 

a paddock 

and stall.  

Hunter  

Lacey 
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see. On February 27, 2012 he sustained a 

shoulder laceration which healed fine and 

didnõt slow him down. On June 20, 2014 

Aerilonõs herd was harassed by a stray dog 

and Aerilon was chased into the wire 

fence. He sustained a very severe injury to 

his right hind cannon bone which obliterat-

ed his extensor tendons and exposed a 

large section of bone. In the six months 

following the accident his leg was 

cleaned and his bandages were changed 

every other day. He had several surgeries 

to debride tissue and even debride of an 

area of bone in an attempt to get healthy 

growth started. Today his leg is function-

al. His right hip is under a lot of strain as 

a result of the way he has to move in 

order to use the leg and make sure his 

hoof lands flat on the ground. He is an 

amazing horse. He walks, trots, canters, 

gallops, and rears up in play displaying 

great spirit despite his disability. He is the 

embodiment of our name and of the 

reason we exist. Spirit Keeper Equine 

Sanctuary recognizes that injury, illness, 

psychological and physical trauma, or 

disabilities do not mean that life is over.  

Bred by Grand West Arabians and foaled 

March 24, 2007 Aerilon (Sentinel GWA 

AHR*635724) is the son of 2005 Polish 

National Champion Stallion Piaff (see video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=uCrHjhpukHs). He was listed for sale as a 

two -year old for $20,000, destined for great 

ness; that is until it was discovered he had a 

severe heart murmur. He was immediately 

gelded and given to Spirit Keeper Director 

Lori Torrini. Such is life as a horse in parts of 

the equine industry; in high demand one 

minute and thrown away when no longer 

useful. It is the ugly part of horse breeding, 

showing, and owning. Aerilon has thrived 

physically and emotionally despite his heart 

murmur; health problems because of it 

have never come up. Aerilonõs spirit and 

athleticism have always been beautiful to 

Aerilon  
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lon had previously been examined by Dr. 

Woodall who is Spirit Keeperõs vet; he con-

curred about his age and had diagnosed 

him with degenerative joint disease in both 

knees due to years being used hard as a 

roping horse. Waylon needed a pain man-

agement and nutrition plan. The cadet was 

shown how to mix up a nutritional mash 

for Waylon to eat until 

paperwork was complet-

ed and arrangements 

made for transport to 

our facility. Waylon ar-

rived at Spirit Keeper on 

July 4, 2014. He was 

treated like a king, 

gained too much 

weight, was put on a 

In 2014 a woman from Georgia reached 

out saying her son was an Air Force Acade-

my cadet boarding a horse at the Air Force 

Academy Stables; she saw the horse and 

was mortified with how thin he was. She 

asked if we could help; her son wasnõt sure 

what to do and didnõt òwant him to go to 

slaughteró. June 10, 2014 Spirit Keeper co-

founders Lori Torrini and Jim Barrentine 

visited the Air Force Academy to meet Way-

lon and his owner. Waylon was emaciated 

and surrounded by uneaten hay. The prob-

lem: Waylon was old and unable to chew 

or swallow hay. The cadet was told Waylon 

was 11 when he bought him and he was 

more like 30-years-old. Coincidentally Way-

diet, and was free to roam almost any-

where he liked. We wish that he couldõve 

have been with us longer and had been 

treated differently in his life before. He 

died suddenly while eating, an apparent 

heart attack, on November 6, 2017. 

Waylon  

ing issue but it did not work. As Jenny got 

older she began to lose muscle tone in her 

esophagus and became prone to choke, 

this happened more than once until she 

was placed on a diet which entailed her 

feed being made into soup. In 2012 Jenny 

developed a cancerous tumor on her left 

eye and her eye had to be removed. In 

2017 she developed a tumor 

on her right eye and had to 

undergo removal of the right 

eye. Now totally blind at age 

31 she lives with her Minia-

ture Horse friend Edee (age 30)and Quar-

ter Horse mare Red (age 25). Jenny is a 

happy little horse despite all she has had 

to overcome in her life. She still runs into 

things sometimes and has banged her 

head a few times. Her enclosure is the 

first one we will remodel using materials 

and perimeter fencing safe for blind 

horses with the 

money raised 

through our 

2017 GIVE! 

Campaign, with 

Lacey and Dai-

syõs enclosure 

being next.  

Jenny (foaled June 12, 1986) 

was given to Spirit Keeperõs 

director in 2000 by an elderly 

woman whose husband had 

recently died. They had been raising and 

showing miniature horses and she could 

no longer care for them. Jenny was born 

with a urinary tract issue which caused her 

to leak urine. She was unable to be bred 

and her hindlegs and tail needed to be 

cleaned often. Jenny came with 4 friends: 

Edee, Rita, Benjy, and Rebel. Edee and Rita 

were retired broodmares, Benjy was a re-

tired stallion, and Rebel was just a young-

ster. Jenny had surgery to fix the urine leak-

Jenny  

Daisy is a 

registered 

American 

Miniature 

Horse mare 

foaled June 

30, 1993. She had at least 3 previous 

homes that we know of before ending up 

with Spirit Keeperõs director. She arrived 

pregnant and gave birth to a healthy foal 

on July 12, 2000. The foal, Cloud, is still at 

Spirit Keeper and has intermittent occur-

rences of laminitis; she requires a special 

diet and pasture management. Daisy has 

always had issues with her eyes to in-

clude irritation, puffiness, watering, and 

sensitivity to the sun. In early spring 2017 

Daisy began to lose weight while still 

living with the herd she had been with for 

years. We had her teeth checked and rou-

tine dental work done by our equine den-

tist but her teeth werenõt the problem. She 

got so thin we pulled her from her herd 

and brought her into a stall with attached 

run in the main barn. She wasnõt happy 

about this and called to her herd mates and 

paced. All of her hair fell out and she was 

bald. Our veterinarian put her on antibiot-

ics and we placed her on a high calorie 

diet. Within a few weeks her hair grew 

back beautifully and she gained weight 

(maybe too much). Once she was feeling 

well and was more active, we began letting 

her out for short amounts of time in the 

yard with Lacey to graze and wander. We 

became concerned that she couldnõt see 

based on her behavior and movement. 

On November 6 our veterinarian con-

firmed that Daisy has cataracts in both 

eyes and can barely see anything. He 

said her eyes were comfortable and that 

her current environment and diet were 

fine for her.  

Daisy and Lacey 

share a stall 

with attached 

paddock. 

Theyõre both 

looking pretty 

plump right 

now!  

 

Daisy  
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