Pet Human Series:

Dear Pet Human:

There are some things in this life that are well worth having, but they do come at a price.


The respect of a good horse is priceless.


I think that the consideration of an idea from other than one’s own paradigm can be an enlightening experience.  It is my intent, in a series of brief commentaries, to encourage the reader to consider a horse’s point of view.


I do not believe that it matters greatly, whether your horse was recently captured and removed from his natural state or the product of two hundred years of well documented genealogy from the finest bloodstock in the history of the world.  If he allows you to approach him close enough to capture him he is an exceptionally kind beast.  In his natural state a successful horse escapes, kills the predator (You!) or dies trying to save his own life.


Have you ever stopped to think about this?  


This same animal that just let you live, now allows you to lead him, tie him, saddle and bridle him.  He kindly packs your weight plus your gear upon your appointed rounds.  You never asked his opinion on these things and still he behaves reasonably, gently, quietly, patiently and kindly.


What has he done for you lately?  Walked slowly around the arena carrying a small child who upon her own legs can not walk at all or won the Kentucky Derby? 


Next time you get bucked off (no I don’t mean leaned forward and fell off) you might ask yourself, did you do something to deserve it?  Perhaps those new spurs are just a tad bit sharper than you realize?  Maybe your attitude was just a bit less tolerant than it could have been?  Your aids are a mite too big?

Ponder this!


When your horse treats you kindly, patiently, respectfully, know this:  First, he agrees to trust that you haven’t harmful intentions.  Second, he is willing to consider your opinions, learn your language, and try your methods even though he was educated differently.  Third, he offers you the privilege, of his partnership in leisure and work because you have communicated with him in a way that earned his good will.  Your behavior caused the horse to allow your continued association.  You have become his Pet Human.  


This connection is a fragile thread requiring trust and respect from both parties.  It is no small thing, Pet Humanness, be honored!
